
1. Biology teachers’ conceptions of Humankind Origin across secular and religious countries: an
international comparison

Participants
Our participants included 50 biology teachers from Argentina, 62 biology teachers from Brazil, and 57 biology teachers
from Uruguay. The choice of these countries was due to their varying degrees of religiosity as well as the distinct State-
Church relationships prevalent in each country. There is a wide variation in religiosity in Latin America, with religion
being  more relevant  to  people  in  Brazil  (72% consider it  important)  and less  relevant  as  one moves  south towards
Argentina (40–59% in Argentina). Religiousness reaches its lowest in Uruguay where the share of those who say religion
is important is only 29%. 

By comparing  how biology  teachers  across  these  countries  conceive  humankind’s  origin,  we  sought  to  better
understand how national religiosity interacts with personal commitment (to religion and/or science) in giving rise
to creationist/evolutionist views. 

In the present work, we focus specifically on this question : “In the list below, tick the THREE expressions that you
think are the most strongly associated with the origins of humankind. Respondents had to select three alternatives
out of the list of six possible answers : “Adam and Eve”, “Australopithecus”, “Creation”, “Evolution”, “God”,
“Natural selection”

• Distribution of religious affiliation among our participants are as follows.
Most of the participants were Catholic : 58% in Argentina, 55% in Brazil and 49% in Uruguay. Catholics were followed
by Evangelicals, who in Brazil made up 11% of our sample—higher when compared to the other two countries, Argentina
(5%) and Uruguay (4%). Moreover, our Brazilian sample had a high number of Spiritualists (24%), a denomination that
no teacher declared in the other two countries. Finally, a relatively high number of agnostic/atheist were found among the
teachers from Argentina and Uruguay (26% and 37%, respectively) compared with the low number for Brazilians teachers
(7%). 

• Results

• Interview of a Brazilian teacher : “Religion, there is no way… I have tried everything that is, but honestly, I am
a professional, I have doubts about these issues… Regardless, when you look at the stories, there were other
animals before, before Adam and Eve, and the other people, it’s a lot, I think, I think it’s very complicated… it’s
the trickiest part I think so within the sciences is evolution.” Such comments suggest a complicated attempt to
accommodate knowledge about evolution in the face of his religious beliefs.

• Interview of an Argentinean teacher : “Well, yes, I am a teacher at the secondary level and a teaching assistant
at the tertiary level and the truth is that there is no problem regarding the teaching of evolution. Not at least in
terms of impediment or religious beliefs that exist in other countries, for example. We don't have any type of
“contestation”, or any kind of difficulty in teaching her about it.” 

1. Present this study and its results

2. How do you explain these results ?

Source : https://evolution-outreach.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12052-020-00141-9#Sec8

https://evolution-outreach.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12052-020-00141-9#Sec8


2.  Thirty  two  years  of  continuous  assessment  reveal  first  year  university  biology  students  in
Australia are rapidly abandoning beliefs in theistic involvement in human origins

Unlike the United States, debates in Australia about the teaching of evolutionary science in schools and the injection of
creationism into school biology classes have not gained much public traction. The official biology curriculum for both
state-based  public  schools  and  church-run  schools  in  New  South  Wales  has  consistently  reflected  conventional
evolutionary science and not creationism. Discussion of creationism has, however, been regarded to be appropriate for
courses about religion. 

From 1986 to 2017, every student attending the first year biology course was invited to complete a one-item poll on a
strictly anonymous basis. As they entered the lecture theatre, each student was handed a slip of paper and asked to circle
one of following options, the one with which they most agreed.

1. God created people (Homo sapiens) pretty much in their present form at sometime within the last 10,000 years.

2. People developed over millions of years from less advanced forms of life, but god guided the whole process,
including our development.

3. People developed over millions of years from less advanced forms of life. God had no part in this process.

4. I honestly have no opinion about this matter.

Results

1. Present this study and its results

2. Analyse these results.

Source : https://evolution-outreach.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12052-018-0083

https://evolution-outreach.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12052-018-0083


3. In U.S., 42% Believe Creationist View of Human Origins

This latest update is from Gallup's Values and Beliefs survey conducted May 8-11 (June 2014). Gallup first asked the
three-part question about human origins in 1982. 

1. Present this study and its results

2. Analyse these results

Source  https://news.gallup.com/poll/170822/believe-creationist-view-humanorigins.aspx?
g_source=position1&g_medium=related&g_campaign=tiles

https://news.gallup.com/poll/170822/believe-creationist-view-humanorigins.aspx?g_source=position1&g_medium=related&g_campaign=tiles
https://news.gallup.com/poll/170822/believe-creationist-view-humanorigins.aspx?g_source=position1&g_medium=related&g_campaign=tiles


4. Evolution and Perceptions of Scientific Consensus

This chapter looks at public views about human evolution and perceptions of scientific consensus about evolution and the
creation of the universe. Consistent with past Pew Research surveys and other public surveys, religious groups play a
central role in beliefs about these topics. Numerous other factors also influence public views about evolution, however,
including politics, education and science knowledge. We will examine respondents’ views about the intersection of science
and religion and religious groups’ views about science-related topics in more detail in a follow-up report.  

https://www.pewresearch.org/science/2015/07/01/chapter-4-evolution-and-perceptions-of-scientific-consensus/

1. Present this study and its results

2. Analyse these results

https://www.pewresearch.org/science/2015/07/01/chapter-4-evolution-and-perceptions-of-scientific-consensus/
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